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For immediate release 27 February 2020

Sport England and The Chartered Governance Institute announce game-changing Sports Governance Academy


Sport England and The Chartered Governance Institute will today unveil plans to launch a Sports Governance Academy to support, develop and connect people working in the sport and physical activity sector who have an interest in governance.  

Launching formally in April this year, the Sports Governance Academy (SGA) will be a one-stop governance hub for the sports and physical activity sector. It will provide a trusted set of resources to help people working in sport to get to grips with governance as part of an active community. 

Speaking at the CIMSPA & Quest NBS conference in Derby later today, Sport England CEO Tim Hollingsworth will say: 
 
“Sport England’s role is to support and enable organisations across the sports sector to be the best that they can be and fulfil their potential to transform lives, people and places for the better.
 
“That’s why we are so proud, with our trusted partner The Chartered Governance Institute, to launch the Sport Governance Academy today. This important support hub will equip people in the sports and physical activity sector grappling with governance with resources, training and access to a thriving network of like-minded individuals. Ultimately it will help all those leading, working and volunteering in sports organisations to embed good governance at all levels, enhance performance and achieve their goals. We are delighted also with the support that CIMSPA is providing by accrediting the training courses that the Academy will be running.”

 A free-of-charge knowledge base is being created, which will provide resources for raising governance standards, such as guidance, template documents, checklists, webinars and blogs. The full range of SGA services will only be available to organisations in receipt of funding from Sport England or UK Sport. Benefits for those organisations include:

Training courses offering CIMSPA-recognised accreditation
Dedicated networking events
Annual conference.

Sara Drake, Chief Executive at The Chartered Governance Institute, concludes:

“This unique partnership presents the ideal opportunity for those working and volunteering in the sport and physical activity sector to improve the way in which their organisations operate. Effective governance contributes to the success of all organisations and the Academy has been established to provide the tools necessary for people to drive that success. Sport enjoys a special place in many people’s hearts and providing organisations funded by Sport England or UK Sport and the wider sector with the tools to improve their governance will help build a successful and sustainable sector.”

More details about SGA can be found on the dedicated website www.sportsgovernanceacademy.org.uk 

Ends
Notes to Editor 

About Sport England 
Sport England is a public body and invests up to £300 million National Lottery and government money each year in projects and programmes that help people get active and play sport. 
It wants everyone in England, regardless of age, background, or level of ability, to feel able to engage in sport and physical activity. That’s why a lot of its work is specifically focused on helping people who do no, or very little, physical activity and groups who are typically less active - like women, disabled people and people on lower incomes. 

For media enquiries and interview requests, please contact:  
media.team@sportengland.org 

About The Chartered Governance Institute
The Chartered Governance Institute is the qualifying and membership body for governance with over 125 years’ experience of educating and supporting governance professionals. With a Royal Charter purpose of leading ‘effective and efficient governance and administration of commerce, industry and public affairs’, we provide professional development, guidance and thought leadership, and work with regulators and policy makers to champion high standards.
Website: www.icsa.org.uk

For further information, please contact Maria Brookes, Media Relations Manager: 
mbrookes@icsa.org.uk 
+44 (0)20 7612 7072
+44 (0)7890 649 143
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