
Active Places Power
A free to use interactive mapping and reporting 
tool, supporting those delivering community sport
March 2022

sportengland.org

https://www.sportengland.org


2 www.activeplacespower.com

Active Places Power
A free to use interactive mapping and reporting tool, which has 
supported those delivering community sport since 2005.

Active Places Power references the most authoritative sport facility 
database in the country to help answer different questions:
 

How many swimming pools are there in my area?

Where are sports halls in my area?

How many people live within a 20-minute walk, 
cycle or drive of this sports facility?

What facilities are there at my site of interest and 
are these facilities available for community use?

How old are the facilities at my site of interest?

What additional demand for swimming might a 
new development generate?

And many more….
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Key facts

System

115,000 
sports facilities

41,000  
sites

15 
facility types

Daily 
data updates

Users

Local 
authorities

Active 
Partnerships

Researchers Commercial

Individual 
clubs

Sport 
governing 

bodies
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Active Places Power tools
All Active Places data is openly available.

This open data is supplemented by a rich set of reporting and 
analytical tools within the Active Places Power platform.

Facility 
reporting

Investigate sites 
and facilities

Find out 
where

Facility 
catchments

Access to 
sports provision

Inform assessments 
of need

Estimate 
demand

Open data and 
system integration
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Facility reporting
Answer questions like:
•	 How many facilities are there in a given area?
•	 Where are these facilities located?
•	 Are facilities suitable for a given activity (i.e. size, surface or lighting) ?
•	 Are facilities accessible (i.e. private, pay and play)?
 

Search with simple 
criteria or enhance 
your searches with 
more detailed 
facility specifics.

Explore results 
within the platform 
or download to Excel 
to take a deep dive.

Show your results 
in an interactive 
map browser.

Tools: Detailed Report & Summary Report
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Investigate sites and facilities
Over 200 attributes are used to describe sites and their facilities.
Explore sites and facilities to answer questions like:
•	 Which sites are located in a local authority, town or postcode?
•	 What amenities are avaliable at a specific site?
•	 What facilities are avaliable at a specific site?
 

Site attributes include 
location, operational status, 
ownership, management, 
access, disability provision 
and contact details.

Facility attributes include 
operational status, 
management, disability 
provision and opening times.

Each Facility is described by 
a set of specifics for example, 
size, surface, lighting, build 
year.
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Investigate “Where”
Interactive mapping encompasses over 45 spatial datasets.
Explore mapping layers to answer questions like:

 

• Where are facilities located?
• How are facilities spatially related to the population, or

characteristics of that population?
• What is the geographical context of a facility?

Use variable base maps and 
turn map layers on/off to 
explore the spatial relationship 
between sites and other 
geographic features.

Compare the location 
of facilities to population 
characteristics (i.e. Index of 
Multiple Deprivation).

Add context by exploring 
the site and its surroundings 
in high-resolution aerial 
photography.
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Facility catchments
This tool answers questions like:
•	 How many people are within a 20-minute bike-ride of an existing site?
•	 How many existing facilities are within a 10-minute walk of a 

proposed site location?
•	 What is the demographic profile of people within a 10-kilometre drive 

of a new or existing site?
 

Plot the facility 
catchment on a 
map and overlay 
contextual datasets.

Interrogate results within the 
platform or download to Excel 
to take a deep dive.

Tool: Catchment Profile
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Access to sports provision
This tool answers questions like:
• What proportion of the population within my area are within a

20-minute walk of a swimming pool?
• What proportion of young people are within a 2-kilometre cycle of

an Artificial Grass Pitch?

Download 
reports to Excel 
to take a deep 
dive.

Plot the assessed population 
against facilities to compare 
population centres  with 
(green dots) and without (red 
dots) access to your selected 
facility type.

Tool: Area Access
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Assessment

Stage A

Prepare and tailor the approach

Establish a clear understanding of the purpose, scope and 
scale of the assessment.

Preparation: Purpose and objectives, Proportionate approach, 
Sports scope, Geographical scope, Strategic context, Project 
management.

Stage B

Gather information on supply and demand

Establish a clear picture of facilities within your area. Establish 
a clear understanding of what the current and future demand 
for facilities are.

Supply: Quantity, Quality, Accessibility, Availability

Demand: Local population profile, Sports participation 
national, Sports participation local, Unmet, latent, dispersed 
and future demand, Local activity priorities, Sports specific 
priorities.

Stage C

Assessment - bringing the information together

Using the data from Stage B to build a picture of the level of 
provision, looking at four key elmenets. Developing key findings 
and facility implications around the framework of protect, 
enhance, provide.

Building a picture: Quantity, Quality, Accessibility, Availability.

Inform assessments of need
Understanding people’s needs and then ensuring the right facilities 
are in a suitable location is central to helping people take part in sport 
and activity.
Active Places Power data can support you in developing an audit of 
facilities on which to base your assessments of need for a range of 
facility types, including playing pitches. 
Other tools (i.e. area access and catchment profile) can also help in 
undertaking elements of the assessment and developing a related 
plan/strategy.
 

Specify an area of interest 
and range of facilities your 
assessment will include.

Access data on facility 
status i.e. planned, operational, 
temporarily closed or closed.

Access information on 
opening times and  access i.e. 
public, pay and play.

Download a detailed report to 
help you develop an audit of 
facilities on which to base your 
assessment.

Future developments 
will increase the types 
of data available and 
tool functionality.

Guidance on undertaking assessments of need is available at:
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-
planning/planning-for-sport

Tool: Assessments of Need Audit Report

https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/planning-for-sport
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Estimate demand
For a subset of facility types, use tools to answer questions like:
• How much additional demand for swimming may the population of

a new development generate?
• What would be the likely cost to meet this demand in today’s values?

Specify your area of interest, 
the population size of the new 
development and the facility types you 
want to estimate the demand for.

Tailor the estimate 
and run scenarios by 
adjusting the facility demand 
and/or population profile of 
the new development

Interrogate results within the 
platform or download to Excel 
to take a deep dive.

Remember 
The calculators look at demand. 
They do not consider the existing 
facility supply. 

However, calculator outputs when 
used alongside an assessment of 
need for the selected facility types 
can help make the case for meeting 
the estimated demand, including 
securing developer contributions. 

Tools: Sports Facility Calculator
Playing Pitch Calculator (Restricted access)
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Open data and 
systems integration
The full Active Places dataset is available as an Open Dataset:

Data is supplied under a 
Creative Commons Licence.

Sites and Facilities data can 
be downloaded in multiple 
open formats.

Easily integrate Active Places 
data with your own websites 
and applications using the 
Active Places APIs - interfaces 
which allow applications to 
interact in an efficient and 
automated manner.

https://www.activeplacespower.com/OpenData
https://www.activeplacespower.com/opendatalicence

https://www.activeplacespower.com/OpenData
https://www.activeplacespower.com/opendatalicence
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Active Places ecosystem

A self-service platform to 
create, edit and manage 
sports facility data.

Maintains

The national sports facility 
database.

Underpins

An interactive mapping and 
reporting tool to interrogate 
sports facility data.

Active Places Power users 
provide updates and 
feedback via the interface or a 
dedicated e-mail.

Site owners and the APDP 
maintenance team update 
and audit site and facility 
records daily.

All sites are reviewed and 
audited at least annually.



Useful links

https://www.activeplacespower.com

https://www.activeplacespower.com/faqs/all

https://www.activeplacespower.com/registrations/new

Active Places Power

App.Enquiries@sportengland.org

Active Places Data Platform

activeplaces.data@sportengland.org

Data Updates

activeplaces.data@sportengland.org

Sport England
21 Bloomsbury Street
London WC1B 3HF

sportengland.org

https://www.activeplacespower.com
https://www.activeplacespower.com/faqs/all
https://www.activeplacespower.com/registrations/new
mailto:App.Enquiries%40sportengland.org?subject=
mailto:activeplaces.data%40sportengland.org?subject=
mailto:activeplaces.data%40sportengland.org?subject=
https://www.sportengland.org
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